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Market momentum sustained in September 
· New car registrations were up 11.4% in September to 367,929 units.
· The scrappage incentive scheme continues to provide the stimulus for growth.
· Registrations from private buyers and of small cars rose strongly in September.
· Average new car CO2 emissions fell 4.9% over the year-to-date to 150.2g/km.
“New car registrations rose for the third month in a row in September. Market conditions remain challenging with demand being underpinned by the extremely successful scrappage incentive scheme,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. “The extension of the scheme will help to sustain demand through the latter part of this year and into 2010. This will allow economic recovery to strengthen and safeguard valuable industrial capability.”

Monthly new car registrations – 1999 - 2009
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2009 12 month average based on forecast for full year outturn
	September
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	367,929
	139,136
	224,808
	3,985
	211,180
	136,819
	19,930

	2008
	330,295
	141,311
	186,246
	2,738
	149,497
	158,330
	22,468

	% change
	11.4%
	-1.5%
	20.7%
	45.5%
	41.3%
	-13.6%
	-11.3%

	Mkt share '09
	
	37.8%
	61.1%
	1.1%
	57.4%
	37.2%
	5.4%

	Mkt share '08
	
	42.8%
	56.4%
	0.8%
	45.3%
	47.9%
	6.8%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	1,517,039
	630,974
	874,360
	11,705
	754,188
	683,163
	79,688

	2008
	1,794,419
	773,660
	1,007,173
	13,586
	768,954
	912,644
	112,821

	% change
	-15.5%
	-18.4%
	-13.2%
	-13.8%
	-1.9%
	-25.1%
	-29.4%

	Mkt share '09
	
	41.6%
	57.6%
	0.8%
	49.7%
	45.0%
	5.3%

	Mkt share '08
	
	43.1%
	56.1%
	0.8%
	42.9%
	50.9%
	6.3%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	September
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	22,635
	
	1
	Fiesta
	92,580

	 
	2
	Corsa
	16,379
	
	2
	Focus
	73,864

	 
	3
	Focus
	13,622
	
	3
	Corsa
	67,955

	 
	4
	Astra
	13,190
	
	4
	Astra
	49,242

	 
	5
	Golf
	11,787
	
	5
	Golf
	43,611

	 
	6
	207
	9,161
	
	6
	207
	36,622

	 
	7
	MINI
	8,634
	
	7
	MINI
	29,790

	 
	8
	3 Series
	7,465
	
	8
	Insignia
	29,565

	 
	9
	Yaris
	6,896
	
	9
	3 Series
	29,446

	 
	10
	1 Series
	6,671
	 
	10
	Mondeo
	26,986


Scrappage scheme ensures key September market grows
· The scrappage incentive scheme continues to boost the market. Registrations rose by 11.4% in September. Modest 2.5% growth had been forecast, on a weak 2008 outturn. The market was almost 30,000 units above forecast, but still 51,361 units down on the 2007 September market and 9.5% off the average for the month between 1999-2008.

· The September market this year is likely to be the largest month of sales in 2009, accounting for almost 20% of annual volumes. The market was 54,017 units up on the volume recorded in March. In the previous five years, March had been the largest monthly market.

· Demand in the last three months has risen by 8.3%, but remains down 15.5% or 277,380 units for the year-to-date and down over 400,000 over the past 12 months.

· Private demand again rose strongly, up 41.3%, boosted by the scrappage scheme, and year-to-date volumes are now within 1.9% of last year’s level.

· Small car demand continues to grow, with mini volumes up 195.0% and the supermini segment up 21.2% in the month. Alternatively fuelled vehicle registrations rose 45.5% in September, due to new models.
· The Ford Fiesta was the best selling model in the month, for the seventh time in 2009.
· New cars averaged 150.2g/km of CO2 over the year-to-date, 4.9% down on the full year 2008 performance and 20.9% below the level recorded in 1997.

Notes:


At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe’s largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 by Q1 2009 has been cut by 19% since 1997.


The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT website �HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications"�www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.
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The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


October 2009 new car registration figures will be released at 9:00 am 5 November 2009








